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Corn-Root  ^A^eb-Worm 

EacJi  spring  many  farmers  send  us  specimens  of  youlng  corn 
plants  which  are  withered  or  dead  due  to  injury  of  a  small  grub-like 
larvae  found  in  the  crown  of  the  plant.  These  larvae  are  the  young 
or  worm  stage  of  the  corn-root  web-worm.  Sometimes  this  insect 
is  confused  with  the  European  corn  borer.  The  European  corn 
borer  does  not  feed  on  young  corn  in  the  early  part  of  the  growing 
season.  In  fact  the  borer  does  not  sitart  its  feeding  until  about  the 
middle  of  July. 

The  corn-root  web-worm  (Crambus  sp.)  really  prefers  to  live 
on  meadow  or  pasture  grasses,  but  when  such  sod  lands  are  plowed 
down  end  planted  to  corn  the  insect  readily  tuarns  to  that  crop  for 
its  food. 

The  winter  is  passed  as  immature  larvae  protected  by  their  webs. 
As  soon  as  the  grass  commences  to  grow  they  begin  feeding.  The 
larvae  become  full  grown  and  pupate  in  May,  the  adults  emerging 
late  in  May  or  early  June.  Eggs  are  laid  in  the  grass  for  another 
brood  which  matures  in  time  for  eggs  to  be  laid  in  August  and  Sep- 
tember. The  larvae  from  this  brood  constitute  the  overwintering 
stage. 

The  worms  (larvae)  bore  into  the  plant  at  or  just  below  the 
surface  of  the  ground  and  in  the  case  of  corn  tihe  damage  either  kills 
the  plant  outright  or  checks  the  growth  severely. 

Where  a  field  of  corn  is  attacked,  it  frequently  must  be  re- 
planted several  times  before  a  complete  stand  is  secured.  In  order 
that  much  of  this  replanting  may  be  avoided,  delay  replanting  until 
the  first  of  June. 

The  best  way  to  avoid  trouble  from  this  insect  is  to  avoid  plant- 
ing corn  in  land  that  has  been  in  grass  the  previous  year.  Where 
that  is  unavoidable  the  land  should  be  broken  up  in  the  late  fall  and 
harrowed  thoroughly  so  as  to  expose  the  larvae  to  the  weather.  Deep 
plowing,  so  as  to  bury  the  larvae  so  deep  that  they  cannot  regain 
the  surface  will  also  help. 


